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Meetings
Meetings in Council Chambers
59 Main Street, Orono
Town Council Meetings:
2nd Monday/month, 5 p.m.
Council Committee and Budget
Meetings: check orono.org 		
Agendas or Community Events
Planning Board Meetings:
3rd Wednesday/Month, 6:30 p.m.
Given the public health emergency,
the Council/Committee and Planning Board Meetings will be held
remotely via Zoom. Links to join the
meetings are on www.orono.org and
the Town of Orono’s Facebook page.
Check the Town’s website, as
dates/times are subject to change.

BAGGED LEAVES &
BRUSH PICKED UP
CURBSIDE
May 4 – May 21, 2021
The Town of Orono will begin picking
up bagged leaves and brush on Tuesday,
May 4 through Friday, May 21, 2021.
Bagged leaves should be placed curbside next to the brush and limbs.
Limbs must be less than six inches in
diameter. Brush should be neatly piled
at curbside and limbs should be stacked
with broadest diameter ends facing the
curb. Piles must be limited to one per
parcel and not larger than 6 feet x12 feet.
No chunks of firewood, blocks of
wood or stumps will be picked up. Trash
that is mixed with bagged leaves will not
be picked up.

March-April-May 2021
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ANNUAL MUNICIPAL &
REFERENDUM ELECTION
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, 7AM - 8PM
Council Chambers, 59 Main Street, Orono
Absentee Ballots available

Here are the candidates running for
Town Council and RSU26 School
Board: For Town Council, there are
7 candidates running for three, 3-year
terms: Ashley Case, Daniel LaPointe,
Alyce Lew, Laura Mitchell, Cheryl Robertson, Geoffrey Wingard and Khawla
Abu-Sheikh Wise. There are two Candidates running for one, 2-year term:
Thomas Perry and Anastasia Stanek.
For RSU#26 School Board, there are
two candidates running for two, 3-year
terms: Mark Brewer and Brian McGill
and there are two candidates running
for one, 1-year term: Leo Kenney and
Patrick Rowe.
Voters will also have a chance to vote
whether or not the Town will opt-in to

allow marijuana establishments within
Orono. These marijuana establishments
include retail stores and dispensaries,
manufacturing facilities, testing facilities, and cultivation facilities. The opt-in
vote does not regulate personal use. The
Adult Use Marijuana Act and Medical
Use of Marijuana Act both require that
municipalities opt-in to allow different
(continued on page 3)

STREET & STREAM
CLEAN UP, MAY 15

Register for the Street and Stream
Clean Up Virtual Event by calling
Belle Ryder at 889-6907 or by emailing
bryder@orono.org.
(For details see page 9)

LANDFILL DROP OFF DAYS
May 14, 15 & 16 & November 5, 6 & 7
The landfill, located on Taylor Road
off Forest Avenue, will be open to
Orono residents who have purchased
the annual access permit to dispose of
acceptable material without paying the
per cubic yard fees.
These “no ticket” weekends in 2021
will be May 14th, 15th, & 16th and again
November 5th, 6th & 7th from 8am-4pm
each day.
Annual access permits must be purchased from the Town Office prior
to using the landfill at a cost of $25
(residential) or $250 (commercial). New
permits are valid through December 31,

2021 and come with two disposal tickets
(with a total value of $50/residential or
$100/commercial use).
The following items are accepted at
the landfill:
♦ Household and furniture items (NO
TVs, monitors, batteries, fluorescent
tubes or computers)
♦ Boards, debris, metal (items must
be separated at the landfill) (NO auto
engines or car bodies)
♦ White goods (i.e. stoves, microwaves, refrigerators, air conditioning
units and such are accepted)

The Town of Orono is an equal opportunity employer and service provider.
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HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS
WASTE DAY
MAY 15

Residents of Orono and Old Town
can drop off household hazardous waste
materials to the Recycling Center at 246
Gilman Falls Avenue in Old Town on
Saturday, May 15, 2021 from 8:00am
to noon. Proof of residency is required.
Acceptable items include: glues, adhesives, oil paint, stains, thinners, car
batteries, brake fluid, tires, kerosene,
gasoline, insecticides, pesticides, swimming pool chemicals, aerosol cans, cleaners, computers and electronic equipment.
To ensure safety, never mix chemicals,
never smoke, leave materials in original
containers, pack containers in sturdy
upright containers and go directly to the
dropoff site once items are packed.
Please check out the complete list on
our website at www.orono.org.

REGISTERED
TO VOTE?

TOWN FY2021-22
BUDGET

The Registrar of Voters is available
at the Town Office to register and
enroll new voters during normal business hours leading up to the Election.
Registrars will also be available on
Election Day during polling hours. To
save time on Election Day – please
appear in-person at the Town Office
to make any changes or get registered
before the event.

The Town is in the process of developing the budget for FY2021-2022. Over
the course of the next few months, the
public will have several opportunities
to review the budget and provide public
input. The budget will be available on
the Town’s website at www.orono.org
by the end of April.

Residents who have proper ID or
birth certificate and a piece of mail
reflecting a physical Orono street address may also register on the day of
the Election. An oath may be taken
for registration requirements only, if
no residency documents are present.
For any Election questions, please
contact the Town Office at 866-2556.

All meetings on the proposed FY2122 budget will be held on Zoom and
available on the Town’s website and
Facebook page.
Council Budget Workshops will be
held in May. The dates and times will
be listed on the website calendar. The
agendas and recordings will also be
available and posted online.
The Public Hearing on the Budget is
scheduled to be held on June 14, 2021
with the Budget Adoption on June 28,
2021.

The Stone Manor
89 Main Street, Orono

Your Royal Wedding Destination
MaineStoneManor.com
FB: 89/orono
To set up your personal tour:
Call: 207 356 1209
Email: info@MaineStoneManor.com

Present this for a 10% Discount
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ORONO PARKS & RECREATION NEWS
Check out our programs online at oronorec.org
Orono’s
215th Birthday
The Town of Orono is turning 215 years old on March
12th! Bell’s IGA will be making cupcakes to celebrate! On March
12th at 2:15 p.m., we are going to start
handing out 215 cupcakes outside Bell’s
IGA storefront until they are gone!
We will also be announcing the winner of our photo contest. Throughout
February we were gathering photos of
people’s favorite places in Orono.
Once the contest has closed, (the end
of February), we will be using the submitted photos as entries in a raffle.
Stay tuned to our Facebook page for
detailed updates on events regarding our
birthday celebration.

Esports with
Orono Parks and
Recreation
In partnership with
the University of
Maine, we are hosting an Esports League. From March
10th to April 14th we will be playing
Rocket League. Registration is open
until March 7th and is for 2nd, through
5th graders. Rocket League is played on
a virtual soccer field with a giant soccer
ball and rocket-powered racecars. It is
free to download on most game consoles
and PC computers.

Responsible Recreating
With the warm weather on its way,
the Orono Parks and Recreation staff
would like to remind everyone to keep
our parks and open spaces clean. Please
use the trash cans while visiting our
parks and playgrounds
so everyone can enjoy
a clean outdoor space.
When visiting our
trails, practice “leaving no trace.” This can
be followed by taking
all trash with you and
staying in the middle
of the groomed trails
when visiting.

Election Information

(Continued from front page)

types of marijuana establishments before those marijuana establishments may
operate within a municipality. The Town
has prepared ordinance language that
defines these marijuana establishments
as land uses, allows them in specified
zoning districts, creates performance
standards to reduce the risk of negative
impacts on the community, and establishes licensing requirements. This ordinance language has gone through numerous Council committee meetings as
well as both Planning Board and Town
Council Public Hearings. The ordinance
language will be the basis of the vote on
March 9th, 2021 to decide whether or
not Orono should “opt-in” to allow the
operation of marijuana establishments
within the Town.
Absentee ballots will be available
until Thursday, March 4th without having a reason. After that date, special
circumstance absentee ballots with an
approved reason and signed affidavit
will be available.

No-Smoking Ordinance
Reminder: The Town of Orono does
not allow smoking of any substance in
any of our parks or open spaces.
Smoking is an unhealthy habit that
can be dangerous to you and the people
around you.
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ORONO LIBRARY NEWS CORNER
Visit us on the website at library.orono.org, call us at 866-5060 or stop by 39 Pine Street.

Back for 2021!
“No Pre-Reqs” Book Group:
Get ready for a new session of last
year’s popular “No PRE-REQ(usite)
S” book discussion group. Held in
collaboration with the University of
Maine. Faculty members from a variety of departments will choose a book
for the group to read and then facilitate
a discussion on a scheduled date and
time. The 6pm sessions will be held via
Zoom, so please be sure to let us know
that you would like to attend. A Zoom
invitation will be sent to your inbox in
order to participate.
March 23 - Why We Sleep by
Matthew Walker, PhD. Facilitator: Dr.
Cliff Singer, Geriatric Neuropsychiatry,
Acadia Hospital.
April 20 - Milltown: Reckoning with
What Remains by Kerri Arsenault. Facilitator: Holly Schreiber, PhD, former
UM professor of Communication and
Journalism.

Zoom Book Group:
The Zoom Book Group (formally
known as the Tuesday Readers) meets
once a month on a Tuesday at 10:15am.
Please let us know that you would like to
attend and on the morning of the meeting
you will receive a Zoom invitation in order to participate. Titles can be reserved
via our online catalog or by contacting
the library at: library@orono.org.
March 16 - Olive Again by Elizabeth
Strout

During the pandemic, we have been
working to increase our DIGITAL
OFFERINGS so that citizens can access content in the comfort of their own
homes.

We are excited to offer access to
the fantastic streaming movie service
Kanopy.
Just create an account with your OPL
card number, and enjoy up to eight features (unlimited for kids selections!).
Please note: If you plan to access from
an app, you should start out by creating
an account from a desktop browser.

Recorded Books Digital platform
distributes the broadest array of digital
content types—including video, education, and entertainment—all in one powerful service.
Using your Orono Public Library account, you can register to access all this
wonderful content.

We are excited to share our subscription to Tumble Book Library. It’s
unlimited, and it’s FREE for you to
use from home! Tumble Book Library
is an online collection of e-books for
children. It's a great way to encourage
kids to enjoy reading more!
There are over 250 animated and
narrated picture books. The site also
features Spanish and French books,
read-along chapter books, non-fiction
books, and exciting games and puzzles!
Have your OPL card number ready
and click the link to begin!
We are still here to fulfill your request
for library materials. Your can use our
online catalog and scheduling software
to request items and pick-up or simply
give us a call at 866-5060 or email library@orono.org and we will be happy
to accomodate you during hours that
we are staffed: M-Sat, 8:30am-5:00pm.

Download Audiobooks & eBooks

Browse hundreds of downloadable
audio and eBooks! Borrow, then download, best-selling and classic titles to
your computer or to a portable device
to enjoy anytime, anywhere.

April 20 - Elinor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
May 18 - Cruelest Month by Louise
Penny

able through this expansive online
resource to all Maine citizens! Our
geolocation feature makes it faster and
easier for you to access the resources
you need anywhere within the State of
Maine.

No matter where you are in Maine,
you're always at the library!
You'll find thousands of magazines,
newspapers, and reference books avail-

Curbside Pickup Service
Every day many of our wonderful
patrons delightfully discover that while
the library building is closed to the public, staff is puttering about inside - like
elves - organizing piles of books, movies, music and magazines to be placed
into lockers, shelved, or sent out to other
Maine libraries.

5

Orono Observer
Currently, our curbside locker service
is offered Tuesday-Friday afternoons,
utilizing a 4 unit locker system situated
outside the library’s front door. The Saturday walk-up window will be coming
back soon - please check out the available appointments for both lockers and
“walk-up window day” via our online
scheduling page: https://OPLCurbsidePickup.as.me/

Currently, we are only accepting checks.
Please make it payable to: Orono Public
Library.

United Way is offering free tax filing
for low- and middle-income families.
You may go online: https://www.myfreetaxes.com/ to request their services.
AARP Tax Aide Program in Bangor
is offering free assistance at the Bangor
Elks Lodge, 108 Odlin Road, Bangor,
ME 04401. You may walk in to schedule
an appointment on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm, beginning
February 9th. Please go online for more
information: https://www.bangorpubliclibrary.org/taxinformation

Virtual Programming
Story Time with Miss Morgan:
Check our Facebook page every Thursday morning for a new story time you
can watch as it premieres, or at your convenience throughout the week! Join us
for songs, fingerplays, stories, and more.
Family Pet Show & Tell -- Saturday,
March 27th, 3:00-4:00 PM

Not sure what you want to read next?
Maybe you’d like several items about
the same subject? We can help with our
new Materials Request Form! You can
find the form on the curbside page on
our website. Fill out the form and one
of us will get back to you about your
request. Please allow 1-3 business days
for a response.

It’s tax time! What can the
Orono Public Library do for you?
We have placed a file box outside by
the library’s front door, for anyone to
help themselves to the basic tax forms
and information sheets we’ve provided:
Form 1040, Form 1040-SR, abbreviated
instructions to 1040/1040-SR, and the
Maine tax form order sheet. Call 8665060 or email library@orono.org, to
request the specific form(s) you need.
Staff will print your request for you and
let you know when and how to pick it
up from the library. Please give us a
day or two to process your request. You
may also access tax information and
forms on our website’s tax information
page: https://www.orono.org/677/TaxInformation-and-Forms.
Most forms are free, courtesy of the
library. If you would like the full
1040/1040-SR instructions, the cost
is $10 for paper and processing.

YOUTH
PROGRAMMING

Get ready for a virtual hour of tails,
wings, fins and fun! Everyone will get
a chance to show us their pet(s) over
Zoom and talk about what makes them
unique and special. Share a slideshow
about your pet, show us art or songs
you've made about your pets... or just
keep it casual. Anything goes! Recommended for ages 6 and up, but younger/
older siblings and other family members
are welcome.

To sign up, email morgan@orono.
Introducing: 1000 Books Before
org. A Zoom link will be sent out to
Kindergarten!
We’re excited to offer this fun new
program for children from birth to five
years old. 1000 Books is designed to
help parents and caregivers prepare
their kids for school, because the most
effective way to get your child ready to
learn is to read to them. You are their first
teacher! As you keep track of your reading, your child will earn certificates and
prizes to encourage them along the way.
Visit the library website (library.
orono.org) and click the 1000 Books
Before Kindergarten icon to learn more
and sign up.

registrants before the event.

Art of Math (UMaine 4-H
Extension Program) - TBD
Did you love our Mission to Mars programs? Did you miss out and wish you
were there? Good news: This spring we
are partnering with UMaine volunteers
again to bring you some new hands-on
fun! The Art of Math activities include
sessions on Patterns and the Fibonacci
Sequence, Symmetry, Shapes, Geometry, and end with a building challenge!
For grades 3-5.
Stay tuned to our Facebook page for
future announcements and sign-ups
once dates are finalized.
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RSU 26 Schools Update
Our schools have been quite fortunate
thus far to not have significant impact
from COVID related closures or shifts
to remote learning. We have had some
positive cases, but, to date, none of those
have resulted in transmission at school.
This is an encouraging sign that all the
precautions we’ve had in place are working. As we learn more about the virus
and how to prevent its spread, we are
able to hone in on the most impactful
prevention efforts as we move forward.
We have learned that masking, indoor
air quality, symptom screening, social
distancing and hand washing are the
most essential elements to continue to
emphasize. As we move forward, we
are gradually increasing the number
of students who are attending school
in person. At this point, all students in
grades PK-5 and 7-8 are able to attend
full-time in person. Grade 6 is currently attending hybrid, with hopes of
having these students return to full in

person attendance soon! At the HS we
are currently rotating each grade level
through full-time attendance cycles with
the remaining grades under hybrid. All
students in K-12 have the option for
remote learning for the remainder of
the school year. RSU 26 students have
been well served during this time, which
is a credit to our amazing staff! We are
very fortunate to have such a great team
because under these trying times they
have really made the difference for our
students! I am hopeful that we will turn
the corner to better times and be able to
look forward to a more “normal” school
year in the fall.

scheduled to be ready for the start of the
new school year this August. The final
phases of the project, which include the
auditorium and new OHS classrooms
are scheduled for completion in February 2022. Holding school during a
pandemic with a major construction
project underway has been challenging, but staff and students are managing
this amazingly well! Thanks again to
the Orono community for your support
of this project - it is going to provide
significant upgrades for our schools for
many years to come!

RSU 26 Budget Update
RSU 26 is currently in the process of

RSU 26 Building Project Update developing our budget for the 2021-22

The building project is well underway
with the first phase of the Asa Adams
office, support spaces & new classrooms
set to wrap up this May. Both the Asa
and OMS/OHS cafeterias & kitchens and the track/field renovation are

school year. We recently received preliminary figures for state revenue for
next year’s budget. We are receiving a
slight increase in state subsidy (approximately $150,000), but this figure falls
short of meeting basic cost of living/

ucumaine.com
University Credit Union | 800.696.8628 | Federally Insured by NCUA

registration forms. It is not necessary for parents to bring their
children to the registration. Screening and parent orientation
will be held later.
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inflation increases. We have a long
way to go to get the budget finalized
to share, but if you want to learn more,
please tune into RSU 26 Board Meetings (held via Zoom). Another source
of information on the budget can be
found on our website at https://www.
rsu26.org/about-us/district-budget/.
We hope to be able to hold an “in person” annual budget meeting this year.
We will make final plans for this closer
to May based on current conditions
& restrictions with COVID. Our plan
for a budget meeting will be posted on
our website and on our Facebook and
Twitter pages by early May.

RSU Board Meeting Dates
All meetings held at 6pm via
Zoom (link is available on each
meeting agenda posted on our
website: https://www.rsu26.
org/76691-2/)

ORONO ASA ADAMS SCHOOL
PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
The Asa Adams School will hold
Pre-K and Kindergarten registration on
Thursday, March 11, 2021. Due to Covid
19 concerns and safety guidelines, we
are working hard to limit the number of
individuals entering the school lobby.
Therefore, we are offering options for
registration paperwork completion.
After March 4, 2021: Go to the Asa
Adams website and click on the link that
says, “Student Registration.” This will
take you to a Google form which will
collect initial information needed. Once
submitted, you will be taken to the registration packet, which you will be able
to print off and complete at home. You
may return this to Asa by March 11, fax
to (207) 866-3664 or email all paperwork
to the office: kcrane@rsu26.org.
Or, call us at (207) 866-2151 or email us
at kcrane@rsu26.org to set up an appointment on March 11. Appointments will be
scheduled between 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m.
and 3:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

March 9, March 23
April 6, April 27
May 4, May 18, May 25th

Children eligible for Pre-Kindergarten
must be 4 years of age on or before October 15, 2021. Enrollment will be limited
and students will be accepted on a firstcome, first-serve basis. There will be a
morning and afternoon session lasting
approximately 2-1/2 hours each. Bussing will be provided one way only for
Pre-K children. Morning Pre-K students
may be bussed to school, with pick-up at
the end of the class day and children who
attend the afternoon session will need to
be dropped off and may be bussed home
at end of the day. All documentation
must be completed before a slot is secured for Pre-K. Morning or afternoon
placements can be requested, but are not
guaranteed.
Children eligible for Kindergarten
must be 5 years of age on or before
October 15, 2021. Kindergarten is a
full-day program. A legal birth certificate, immunization record and 2 forms
of residency verification are necessary
for completing the registration forms.

ORONO TREE BOARD OPENING
The Orono Tree Board has an opening! Tree Board members serve in threeyear terms advising Orono’s Public
Works Director/Tree Warden on matters
related to managing the Town’s public
tree program. This involves evaluating
the health of trees; planting trees; collecting and analyzing data; providing
feedback on tree related Town policies;
completing requirements necessary to
maintain the Town’s 25-year Tree City
USA designation by the Arbor Day
Foundation; and supporting other miscellaneous educational opportunities.
Over the next few years, the Board plans
to update the Town’s Urban Forestry
Management Plan.

Tree Board members are required to be
Orono residents with preference given
to those with a technical background in
arboriculture, forestry, or other natural
resources. For more information about
the Orono Tree Board, please refer to the
Town of Orono Vegetation Ordinance
(Chapter 38) or contact Orono’s Public Works
Direct o r, R o b
Yerxa, at
ryerxa@
orono.org
or by calling (207)
889-6101.

The Board holds regular monthly
public meetings (via Zoom at this time)
that usually last approximately one hour.

To a p ply for the

opening on the Orono Tree Board,
download an application form at www.
orono.org under the Government/Boards
and Commisions/Committee Application and email the completed application
to Nancy Ward at nward@orono.org
or mail it to Town of Orono, 59 Main
Street, Orono, ME 04473.

Clean Water Starts With You!
Pool Tips

Septic System Tips

Summertime is on its way and the backyard pool can provide hours
of fun and entertainment. But when the season is over and you
need to drain your pool or spa, do you know how to do it safely?
Releasing polluting chemicals, such as chlorinated swimming pool
water, into the environment causes water pollution and damage to
sensitive aquatic life and ecosystems. Follow these steps to protect our
environment!

If properly designed, constructed, and maintained, your septic system
can provide long-term, effective treatment of household wastewater.
If your septic system isn’t maintained, you might need to replace
it, costing you thousands of dollars. A malfunctioning system can
contaminate groundwater that might be a source of drinking water.
And if you sell your home, your septic system must be in good
working order.

How to safely drain your swimming pool:

Step 1: Dechlorinate
Once the chlorination system has been turned off, or you have stopped
adding chlorine to the water, keep the water in the pool/spa for 7-10
days to allow the chlorine to naturally evaporate in the sunlight.
Dechlorination additives can be purchased and used to speed up the
dechlorination process. Use a test kit to confirm no chlorine level and
pH in the water. Most pool owners use a pH and chlorine test kit to
maintain the quality of the pool or spa water, but if you do not have
one, you can purchase an inexpensive kit at a local pool supply store.
Step 2: Discharge
Option 1: Your Lawn
The Preferred Discharge Method
Slowly discharge dechlorinated water on the grass or any other area of
your property that will allow the water to percolate into the ground,
if and only if...
• you avoid conditions that may cause street or property flooding.
• and the land area is sufficient to prevent erosion and runoff into a
ditch or waterway.
Option 2: Storm Drain
The Last Resort Discharge Method
If you cannot safely discharge your dechlorinated water on your lawn,
you may slowly discharge to a storm drain, if and only if...
• it is not raining. Discharging during a rain event may overload the
storm drainage system.
• discharge water will not cause street or property flooding.

What’s wrong with draining my spa, pool
or filter backwash to the street or storm drain?

Street drains and storm drains lead to rivers, lakes, streams and creeks.
Chlorine, bromine, algaecides, biocides, water conditioners, stabilizers,
and other chemicals in pool water are toxic to fish and other aquatic
life. Diatomaceous earth (DE), cellulose fiber and sand particles from
backwash water can fill in the spaces in the stream bed gravel, preventing oxygen from reaching fish eggs and young fish. DE and cellulose
fiber can also clog fish gills.

Did you know you could get a rebate on your sewer
bill for the water you use to fill your pool? You can take

advantage of the program for any kind of pool, in-ground, aboveground, or inflatable. Three easy steps:
1. Pick up a free permit from the Code Enforcement office.
2. Fill your pool.
3. Pick up and file a sewer abatement form from the Town Office.

How to keep your septic system healthy:

Septic Tank Tips
• Tanks need to be checked every two to five years and pumped if
necessary. New homes should pumped within 12 to 18 months of
occupancy to establish a baseline for the pumper.
• Never allow a tank to be cleaned through the inspection pipe. Scum
can plug the baffle, or baffles can be knocked off. Tanks should only be
cleaned through the access or maintenance hole.
• Be sure baffles, effluent screens, pumps and other components are
inspected when the tank is pumped.
• Install risers on the access covers to allow easier access. Insulate the
cover with insulation panels and secure tightly.
• An effluent screen will prevent most solids from reaching the disposal field. Install and clean according to manufacturer recommendations.
• Never use additives. The cleaners are harmful to your system, often
causing solids to leave the tank and enter the disposal field. They do
not replace good management practices. Starters and feeders are not
effective.
• Do not ignore alarms-troubleshoot the problem!
Leach Field Tips
• Maintain vegetative cover (turf grass, native grasses,
flowers). Mow, but do not fertilize, burn or over-water the disposal
field.
• Keep all vehicles, ATVs, snowmobiles, etc. off the disposal field.
• Do not plant trees or woody shrubs on or near the disposal field.
• Inspect for cracked, missing inspection riser covers annually.
• Follow practices to prevent freezing, including not removing snow
above the system or distribution lines, and mulching or insulating the
entire system if needed.

A key reason to maintain your septic system is to save money!
Failing septic systems are expensive to repair or replace, and poor
maintenance is often the culprit. For more information, please call
207-866-5051 or visit the Code Enforcement Office.
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2020 INFRASTRUCTURE BOND PROJECTS

Town Council authorized staff to issue bonds at its September Full Council
Meeting. A total of $2,000,000 was
issued to fund five key infrastructure
projects in Orono:
College Heights & Chapel Road
Reconstruction:
The goals of this project focus on
improved street drainage, reconstruction
of the road base, and a new pavement
surface. Thus far, survey and design are
well underway with the goal of having
the project designed and prepared for
bidding in the spring of 2021. Construction will be the summer and fall of 2021,
though some of the finishing touches
like lawn restorations will likely spill
into the spring of 2022. The budget for
this project is $900,000 funded entirely
by the bonds.
Mahaney Dev. Reconstruction:
The goals of this project are also
focused on improved street drainage,
reconstruction of the road base, and a
new pavement surface. Orono’s Water
Pollution Control Facility (WPCF)
is planning a sanitary sewer upgrade
project that will be coordinated with the
road work. These two projects will be
bid together and completed at the same
time by the same contractor.
Thus far, the survey and design are
well underway with the goal of having
these projects designed and prepared for
bidding in the spring of 2021. Construction will be the summer and fall of 2021,
though some of the finishing touches
like lawn restorations will likely spill
into the spring of 2022. The budget for
the roads project is $500,000 funded by
the bonds. The budget for the WPCF
project is approximately $1,000,000
and will be funded with State Revolving
Loan Funds (SRF).
North Main Avenue Reconstruction
- Phase II:
The second phase of this on-going
project will be similar to the first project
that was completed in 2019. The goals

of the project are focused on improved
street drainage, reconstruction of the
road base, new sidewalks, and a new
pavement surface. The design is complete and the project will be bid in the
spring of 2021 along with the work on
the College Heights/Chapel Road project. The total budget for this project is
$400,000; $230,000 funded as part of
the bond and $170,000 funded by FY21
General Funds being held in the infrastructure reserve.
MDOT Route 2 Culvert Project Matching Funds:
The goal of this project is to
replace a large, very deep concrete culvert located on Main Street, extending
it to stabilize slopes and support critical
utility infrastructure in this corridor. The
project is located approximately 0.66
miles north of the Orono/Veazie Town
line.
The Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) has been working
to develop this project for about two
years and it is now ready to be bid. This
project will be administered by MDOT,
and has a total budget of approximately
$1,100,000 funded by Federal, State,
and local funding sources. The Town is
responsible for one-third of that funding,
or about $367,000. Town staff successfully applied for a Maine Department
of Environmental Protection sponsored
grant to help municipalities pay for
stream crossing improvements like this
project. Orono was awarded $95,000 to
help support this project. The remaining
$272,000 will be funded by the bonds.
Main Street Sidewalk, Pedestrians
& Bike Safety Project:
The Town of Orono has partnered with
Sebago Technics to aid Town leadership
and staff through the process of the design and construction of sidewalk safety
and Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) compliant improvements on the
Main Street corridor. The focus of the
scope of work will be on Main Street
from Kelley Road to the bridge cross-

ing the Stillwater River, a distance of
about 1.4 miles. This corridor includes
residential areas, several businesses,
the Town’s Administrative and Public
Safety buildings, and access to the
RSU26 campus at two locations.
The Town considers this corridor
to be an important link between residential and commercial areas of Town
and sees pedestrian focused, walkable
infrastructure as an important part of
the overall transportation system. The
Town of Orono is working to make
these improvements to achieve a safe,
accommodating, visually appealing, and
efficient corridor for all modes of traffic.
Major elements of this project will
include making improvements to the
condition and safety of the existing curbs
and sidewalks in the scope area, but also
will include evaluation of crosswalk
locations, infrastructure, and equipment
to create safer pedestrian crossings; the
evaluation of creating assigned on-street
parking spaces on Main Street; improvements to the signalized intersections to
further improve pedestrian and bike
safety; and the location of designated
transit stops in the area to help encourage the use of transit in Orono.
The Town has been working to build
the foundation for this project for some
time. In 2017, a Downtown Traffic and
Circulation Study was completed. Some
of the recommendations included in the
final report have been implemented,
but many could be incorporated in this
project scope. A copy of the final report
is available on the Town’s website at:
http://www.orono.org/DocumentCenter/View/5252/Orono-Downtown-Traffic-Study---Final-Report-8-1-17?bidId=
The Town is currently completing the
process of participating in Maine DOT’s
“Heads Up” Program. As part of this
process, Maine DOT has developed a
Pedestrian Safety Action Plan that will
contain some recommendations for the
Main Street corridor. The report was
completed in late January and will be
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made available. The Town’s goal for
this project is not to simply reconstruct
the sidewalks on Main Street. The goal
of this project is to rethink our pedestrian
infrastructure on Main Street to yield a

safer, more inviting, walkable corridor
that exceeds standard guidelines for
safety and ADA compliance.
The budget for this project is $500,000
of local funds from the bond.

Project Summary:
College Heights & Chapel Road Reconstruction
Mahaney Development Reconstruction
(Mountain View, Frost Lane, Edgewood Drive, & Erin Place)
MDOT Route 2 Culvert Replacement Matching Funds
North Main Avenue Remaining Funding Required
Main Street Sidewalk, Pedestrian and Bike Safety Project

$900,000
$500,000
$270,000
$230,000
$500,000

Project Total:
$2,400,000
($2,000,000 Bond and $400,000 Infrastructure Reserve)

ADVERTISE IN THE
ORONO OBSERVER
Consider advertising in the Orono
Observer. Contact Nancy Ward at
889-6900, or by email at nward@
orono.org for information or to
reserve space in the next Orono
Observer.
Ad costs and sizes are $50 per 1/8
page (2 1/4” x 3 3/4”), $100 per 1/4
page (3 3/4” by 4 3/4”), and $200 for
a 1/2 page ad (7 1/2” x 4 3/4”). Pdf
and jpeg files preferred.
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HOMESTEAD
EXEMPTION
is for everyone if...
you answer yes to:

• Are you a resident of the Town of
Orono?
• Will you have owned a home in
Orono for at least the past 12 months
prior to April 1, 2021?
• Do you declare your home in
Orono as your permanent place of
residency?
If you answered yes to all of these
questions, you may be entitled to a
$25,000 reduction in the taxable assessed value of your home, regardless
of your income.
If you have been receiving the Homestead Exemption, you do NOT need to
do anything, you will automatically
receive the $25,000 exemption. If not,
you must apply by April 1st to receive
the exemption the following tax year.

VETERAN
EXEMPTION
If you are a veteran, at least age 62 or
100% disabled, a resident of Orono and
served during a federally recognized war
period, you may qualify for a $6,000
reduction in the assessed value of your
property. Widows of eligible veterans
may also qualify for a reduction.
You must apply by April 1, 2021
and include a copy of your
DD214.
If you believe that you may qualify
for either a blind, veteran or homestead
exemption, you must apply by April 1,
2021 in order to receive the exemption(s)
on your September 2021 tax bill. Check
your current tax bill to see if you are
receiving these exemptions. If you are,
there is no need to reapply. If you are
not, you may obtain applications at the
Town Office or from the Assessor’s
page of the Town’s website under tax
exemptions.

BLIND EXEMPTION
If you are legally blind, you may be
eligible for a $4,000 reduction in the assessed value of your property. Certification from your doctor is required along
with a completed application.

EMAIL/TEXT
NOTIFICATIONS
If you would like to receive email
notifications or text messages of all sorts
of Town information regarding varioustown meetings, news flash items, and
events, you can sign up on the Town’s
website at www.orono.org.
The Notify Me tool is located on the
Town’s website homepage. Sign up
(with email and password) to be able to
select various notifications you would
like to receive. You can also manage
your account at anytime to add or delete
different types of notifications.
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LANDFILL REGULAR
HOURS - MARCH 31
Beginning March 31, 2021, the landfill
returns to the standard hours of operation - every Wednesday & Saturday from
8:00am-4:00pm.

OPEN FIRE
BURNING
PERMITS
Open burn permits can be purchased
online through maine.gov/burningpermits The fee is $7.00 and open burning
can only be conducted after 5pm and
before 9am. The individual being issued
the permit must own the property.
Burn permits are not needed for cooking/warming fires as long as the fire pit
is less than 36 inches.

OEDC RECEIVES $120K
COMMUNITY RECREATION GRANT
The Maine Trails Advisory Committee
of the Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forests recently
awarded a $120K Federal Highway
Recreational Trails Program Grant to
the Orono Economic Development
Corporation (OEDC) to renovate the
Taylor Bait Farm buildings in Orono and
create a new, regional recreation center.
The vision of the OEDC is to build a
community outdoor center that will allow hikers, bikers and skiers to easily
access the diverse trail system existing

ORONO HEALTH
ASSOCIATION
In preparation for a hopeful Spring 2021 reopening,
the Orono Health Association seeks applications for the
part-‐time Office/Thrift Store Manager position. The successful candidate will have exemplary interpersonal skills,
familiarity with basic computer/online operations and programs, and exhibit excellent organizational skills and the
ability to work independently. Normal hours are Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 9am-‐1pm, but the reopening may
require flexibility. Competitive hourly rate includes paid
time off and is commensurate with experience.
Please send resumé with cover letter via email to:
mainemarketchef@gmail.com or by mail to Orono Health
Association, PO Box 25, Orono, Maine 04473.

OHA MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
LOAN CLOSET
The Orono Health Association has a medical equipment
loan closet for Orono residents for items such as wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, canes, commodes, bath chairs
and such. For more information, call Janet at 944-2577.

in what’s known as the Caribou Bog
Conservation Area (CBCA) and to welcome all outdoor enthusiasts to enjoy the
Caribou Bog Trail Center all seasons of
the year. Part of Orono's Comprehensive
Plan, the award of the $120,000 grant is
now the foundation for making outdoor
education, educational opportunities,
community development, and outdoor
recreation a reality. Stay tuned for more
updates - as OEDC gears up for a Spring
demolition and a fund-raising drive to
help secure the remaining balance!

Orono United Methodist

CHURCH
Orono Observer
Ad for 2/5/21:

Morning
Worship
begins
at
Our Sundays
begin
withSundays
a “Coffee
11am with Children’s Sunday School
Hour” from 9 to 9:40am on Zoom;
and an invitation for refreshments
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72
in
Fellowship Hall. 1 st Sunday of 1150
the
24330?pwd=cHdPaHdxME4xQW05
month we celebrate the Sacrament
of
Communion, offering(recurring)
our “Soup &
MUh2Q3lIV0pkZz09.
Salad
Pot-Luck”
We worship
the afterward.
Living God Last
at 10am
Sundays
of
the
month
our
worship
is
on FB as Oronoumc and YouTube as
lead by our Praise Band. Those 19+
Alton
and Orono
Worship.
choir
are
meeting
monthly.
OronoOur
United
combines from
individual
Methodist
Church
is us on recordings.
FB, and we
The for
Young
meet
they
can,
look
newAdults
friends.
Ourasweb
site
is
www.oronoumc.com.
At 36usually
Oak St.,
UMW zooms each month,
on
rd the church by the river. Our
we
are
the 3 Wednesday, and our Mission
Pastor is Bumshik Min. 207.866.4605.
Team is active quarterly. Pastor
oronoumc@gmail.com
Bumshik Min is at 207.866.4605,
oronoumc@gmail.com as well as
www.oronoumc.com.
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PUBLIC SAFTETY

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE NEWS

HEADS
UP

Just a reminder
as it gets nicer out
to keep "Heads Up".
In Orono, we have
received numerous
complaints of “near
misses” of pedestrians in crosswalks,
and drivers not stopping for pedestrians
waiting to cross.
Our goal is simply to bring awareness
to all drivers in Orono, to slow down
and pay attention for pedestrians trying to cross in crosswalks. We are also
reminding pedestrians to use crosswalks
and sidewalks where possible, avoid
wearing dark clothing at night, and look
both ways before crossing a road. At
night, we recommend wearing reflective
clothing and carrying a flashlight.

The Environment Committee continues to meet every 4th Thursday of the
month. We would like to welcome Ana
Stanek, University of Maine student and
Lee Warren to round out our committee.
Ana brings energy and enthusiasm to the
committee and is a valuable voice for
the student experience here in Orono,
and she contributes her thoughts and
ideas like a seasoned pro! Lee comes
to us with a Masters in Environmental
Law and Policy from Vermont Law
School. As we move forward drafting an
environmental plan, Lee’s contributions
are also a valued addition to the project.
As the Committee continues the
process of structuring a document that
reflects not only Orono’s commitment
to sound environmental policy and
operations, there is also an integration
of Maine’s Climate Action Plan as a
foundational resource. We believe this
not only serves to place Orono at the

forefront of “shovel-ready” funding
for a smooth transition to renewable
energy and decreased greenhouse gas
emissions (GHE), but consistently takes
into consideration the health and welfare
of our air, water and the health of the
residents of our community. As always,
feel free to email or call with questions
or comments: crobertson@orono.org or
233-5842.

SPRING AHEAD
Daylight Savings begins on Sunday,
March 14, 2021.
Remember to replace the batteries
in your smoke alarms
when you change your
clocks.

Riverside Adult Education

We are here for you! https://orono-hampden.maineadulted.org/
Whether services are in-person
or remote, our academic services
are tailored to your needs and
schedule. All academic services
are always free of charge to Maine
residents.
Academic Support and High
School Completion
Build your foundational math and
reading skills to enhance your job
performance or achieve an academic
life goal. You can work with a tutor
one on one or join a class (location can be virtual or may be at a
partner site). Earn your high school
diploma through class work or by
passing the HiSET test (formally the
GED). Prepare for higher education
career training or college with our
experienced and encouraging staff.
Whatever your academic goals may
be, we are here to help you!

Maine College and Career Access
Our College Transitions Program is
designed to help students successfully
prepare for college or the workforce. We
help adult learners who are earning their
high school diploma or their HiSET
certificate successfully transition to college. We also help students who already
have a diploma prepare for their college
experience. We can even provide support if you’re already enrolled in college
but need help finding your groove.
Contact Rebecca Cross at rcross@
rsu26.org if you would like to learn
more about our College Transitions
services.
Community Enrichment: Distance
Learning Courses
Ed2Go (www.ed2go.com/enrichment) This fall, check out nearly 500
interactive personal enrichment online
courses through our partnership with

Ed2Go. All classes are instructorled (via email), fit into convenient
six-week formats, and are affordably
priced. Popular courses include:
Drawing for the Absolute Beginner,
Photography Suit, Intro to Guitar, Alternative Medicine, Accounting, Microsoft, Cloud Computing, Security,
Languages (Spanish, French, Sign
Language) and many more. Browse
the site for a full list of courses!
UGotClass (https://lern.org/ugotclass-course-offerings/)
Develop professional skills through
certificate classes in an online course
with UGotClass. Browse https://
lern.org/ugotclass-course-offerings/
for information on certificates and
education in Business, Health, Human
Resources, Management, Leadership,
New Media, and more.
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PLANNING BOARD OPENINGS
The Town of Orono seeks residents
interested in serving on the Planning
Board. There are currently two Associate Member seats available.
One of the key functions of the Planning Board is to review projects that are
required to go through the site plan review or subdivision review process. The
Planning Board reviews these projects to
make sure that they are consistent with
the goals and standards of the Town’s
ordinances. This is an important review
process that can verify the Town is being developed in a way that aligns with
its goals. Another important function of
the Planning Board is to review Land
Use Ordinance amendments and make
recommendations to the Town Council
based on the consistency of the amendment with the existing criteria the Planning Board uses to review projects.

The Planning Board is made up of
a total of 9 members, 7 regular and 2
associates. The associate members are
able and encouraged to participate in
all meetings; however, they are only
asked to vote when a regular member is
absent. Planning Board members come
from a variety of fields and backgrounds.
This variety creates a Board that is able
to review items from multiple different
perspectives.
Please consider volunteering on this
important board. Your input makes a difference! Committee Application forms
are available on the Town’s website at
orono.org. You can find the form by
going to the Government tab and then
Boards and Commissions.
Please submit your application by
email to nward@orono.org or by mailing to the Town Council, Orono Town
Office, 59 Main Street, Orono, ME
04473.

NOTES FROM WPCF
Remember: Nothing besides toilet
paper and human waste should ever
be flushed down the toilet. This includes: paper towels, feminine hygiene
products, dead gold fish and most
importantly, baby wipes.
Unfortunately, not even “flushable”
bathroom wipes are safe enough to flush
down the toilet. These wipes may go
down the toilet when you hit the flush
lever, but once in the sewer system, they
do not break down.
Since 2009, waste water treatment
officials across the country have seen
a rising tide of sewer backups, pump
breakdowns and overflows caused by
wipes that are marketed as flushable.
Every time someone dumps grease
down the sink it flows into the sewer
system and congeals. Add the grease and
the baby wipes together and you get a
recipe for disaster. So remember, keep
the system free of these items.

827 - 4357
32 Stillwater Ave
Mowing, Edging,
Hydro Seeding, Repair
or Install New Lawns,
Repair or Install
Patios,
Walkways & Patios
Repair & Grade Driveways
We are fully insured.
Items for Retail Sale:
Mulch, Loam, Stone
& Gravel delivered
to you or pickup at our
Orono location.
Grav
Call Today 827-4357

Orono, ME
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Town of Orono
Hours of Operation

NEVER FEAR...

Town Office:
Only New Business
by Appointment
Call 866-2556 x 2
Mon-Wed - 7:30 AM-4:30 PM
Thurs - 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Closed Fridays

END
K
E
WE CHES
N
BRU

IS STILL HERE
AND STRONGER
THAN EVER!
Dine In or
Take Out
Order online at

www.thefamilydogorono.com

6 Mill Street, Orono • 207-866-2808 • thefamilydogorono.com
Mon - Fri 11am - 9pm • Sat & Sun 9am - 9pm

TOWN OF ORONO
59 Main Street
ORONO, ME 04473-0130

Library:

866-5060
Temporarily Closed
By Appt Only Curbside Pickup
Tues - Thurs - 12PM - 5PM

Disposal Area (Landfill):
Starting March 31 - Wed/Sat
(Obtain permits at Town Office)
Curbside Recycling Dates:
March 11, 12, 25, 26
April
8, 9, 22, 23
May
6, 7, 20, 21
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Inside:
Election March 9
Leaves & Brush Pickup
Landfill Drop Off Days

Public Works:
866-5062
Mon-Fri 7AM-3:30 PM
Starting April 13 thru Oct 8;
Tues-Fri 6AM-4:30PM

